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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

IMAJINE aims to formulate new integrative policy mechanisms to
enable European, national and regional government agencies to more
effectively address territorial inequalities within the European Union. It
responds to evidence that spatial inequalities within the EU are
increasing, contrary to the principle of territorial cohesion embedded as
a third dimension of the European Social Model in the Treaty of Lisbon,
and is particularly timely in examining the geographically differentiated
impacts of the post-2008 economic crisis and the adoption of austerity
policies. IMAJINE uniquely proposes to address the problem of
territorial inequalities through an inter-disciplinary and multi-scalar
approach that integrates perspectives from economics, human
geography, political science and sociology and combines macro-scale
econometric analysis and the generation and analysis of new
quantitative survey data with regionally-focused qualitative empirical
case study research in 11 EU member states; delivered by a
multi-disciplinary and multi-national consortium. As such the research
builds on the conceptual and methodological state of the art in several
disciplines and advances conceptual understanding and the empirical
knowledge base by producing new primary data, applying new
analytical tests to secondary data and integrating the results along with
insights from relational geographical theory and the concept of spatial
justice. In particular, the centrality of spatial justice emphasizes the
political as well as economic dimensions of territorial inequalities, and
IMAJINE will move beyond existing knowledge by considering
relationships between measured and perceived inequalities, models of
multi-level policy-making and public service delivery, and support for
territorial autonomy movements. IMAJINE will further translate these
scientific insights into policy applications through participatory scenario
building exercises with governance and civil society stakeholders.
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